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Welcome to
WWW.provengsociety.com

The Providence Engineering Society's new website promises
to be a true information resource to the Rhode Island
engineering community

by Roy L. Bouvier, Editor/Publisher of Engineerings;
President, Providence Engineering Society

TheProvidenceEnginnering Soci ety hasannouncedthelaunch of itsnew websiteat
www.provengsoci ety.com. Consistent withthe Society'soverall mission, thesitehas
been desi gned tobecomeadynami c resourcetotheengineering community of Rhode
Island.

Thehomepageof thenew siteprovidesaccesstoinfomationontheProvidenceEngi-
neering Society, itslongandimpressivehistory, andalist of contacts. Engineers
wishingtojointhe Society may
evensubmitanapplicationonline
throughthemembshippage.

Eachof the Affiliate Societieshave
beenprovidedspaceonthePES
sitetooffer whatever information
they wish. Contributionstothe
affiliateareaof the PESsiteshould
beforwardedto Roy Bouvier at
RoyB94@home.com. All material
must beinelectronicformat andin
publishablecondition. Material
submittedin hardcopy formwill
not beaccepted. Theaffiliatearea
of thesitecanaccomodateinfor-
mationsuchasdinner meeting
notices, membershipinformation,
articlesof interest, special events
andmuchmore.

Our Mwicn

The new Providence Engineering Society
Home Page at www.provengsociety.com.

AnEducationpagehasbeenincludedonthe PESsitethat linksengineerstothecourse
offeringsatthearea'slocal collegesanduniversities. Linksareprovidedfor URI, Brown

Turn to "WEBSITE" on Page 4
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Calendar of Events

AFE

DATE: TBA
DAY: TBA
TIME: TBA
LOCATION:

TOPIC: TBA

RISPE

DATE: TBA
DAY: TBA
TIME: TBA
LOCATION:

TOPIC: TBA

SPEAKER: TBA

SPEAKER: TBA

TBA

TBA

ASCE

DATE: NOV18

DAY: THURSDAY

TIME: 5:30PMREG, 6:00PM
CKTLS, 7:00 DINNER/PGM
LOCATION: CASAROSSI
RESTAURANT,90POINT
JUDITHROAD,
NARRAGANSETT
SPEAKER: BOBBEAGLE,
VP URIADVANCEMENT,
LARRY BACHER, PROJ
EXEC, GILBANE BUILDING
TOPIC: URI
CONVOCATION CENTER

RISPLS

DATE: TBA
DAY: TBA
TIME: TBA
LOCATION: TBA
SPEAKER:TBA
TOPIC: TBA

ASHRAE

DATE: TBA
DAY: TBA
TIME: TBA
LOCATION: TBA
SPEAKER: TBA
TOPIC: TBA

SARI

DATE: NOV16

DAY: TUESDAY

TIME: TBA

LOCATION: CROWNE
PLAZAATTHE CROSSING,
WARWICK

SPEAKER: MANY
TOPIC: 15THANNUAL
CONFERENCE

Engineerings (USPS 176-520) is published by
the Providence Engineering Society, Nine
Newman Avenue, P.O. Box 16610, Rumford,
RI102916-0689 monthly except June, July, and
August. Periodical Postage paid at Providence,

| ES NA RI. Subscription price $1.80 per year with
membership. Advertising rates are available

DATE: TBA upon request. Tel (401) 434-2332, Fax (401)

DAY: TBA 434-2739

TIME: TBA ’

LOCATION: TBA
SPEAKER: TBA
TOPIC: TBA

Providence Engineering Society Office Hours
are 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through

Thursday
Providence Engineering Society
Board of Directors

President ..........cocoeveenreenns Roy L. Bouvier

1st Vice President ................ Robert M. Bolton

2nd Vice President ............... George F. Monaghan, Jr., P.E.
SEARI

3rd Vice President .... ...Mark A. Thomas, P.E.
DATE: NOv18 Secretay
DAY: THURSDAY i
TIME: 400PM Treasurer ...

LOCATION: FOUNDRY
CAFE, 235PROMENADE,
PROVIDENCE
SPEAKER: ROBERT
BABINE

TOPIC: FIELDTEST
PROCEDURESFOR
CONCRETE

Past President .............c........ Richard A. Bemardo, P.E.

Engineerings Staff

Editor & Publisher RoyL.Bouvier
Techwrite Services

Tel (401) 823-4850

Notice Regarding Contributions: Contributions and Gifts to the Providence
Engineering Society may not be tax deductible. Please consult your tax advisor
before taking any action that would affect your tax situation.

Editorial Assistant Dorothy Sadowski

Affiliates of

The Providence Engineering Society

Society President Telephone Fax

AFE Stan Maston (401) 727-3500 (401) 727-3540
ASCE Paul Carlson, P.E. (401) 861-2900 (401) 861-2990
ASHRAE | John Bisbano (508) 678-7433 (508) 677-2251
IES David Prairie (401) 784-7404 (401) 784-7257
RISPE Steven Landry, P.E. (508) 543-1700 (508) 543-5157
RISPLS Richard Nudenberg, PLS (401) 272-8100 (401) 272-9694
SARI Henri Arts (401) 739-2846 (401) 739-2846
SEARI Harry Benn, Jr. (401) 272-1730 (401) 273-7156

Affiliate members each receive a monthly copy of
"Engineerings" and are urged to submit events and/or

articles for publication prior to the

10th of each month.

The Providence Engineering Society
Thanks The Following Corporate
Members For Their
Continuing Support:

Bryant Associates
Providence Gas Company

PC Users Group

(formerly the Boston Computer Society)

Companies wishing to become a
Corporate Member of the Providence
Engineering Society should contact
Dorothy Sadowski, P.E.S. Offices, at
(401) 434-2332.
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Providence Engineering
Society Announces College
Scholarship Eligibility for
The Year 2000

TheExecutiveBoard of the Providence
Engineering Society (P.E.S.) isonceagain
pleasedtoannouncetheavailability of at
|east onecollegescholarshipawardinthe
amount of $1,000 for the 2000-2001
academic school year. Thiswill befirst
PESCollege Scholarshiptobeawardedto
an engineering studentinthe21%Century.

Eligibleschol arshipawardcandidates
must be (1) amember or adescendant of a
living member of the P.E.S., or amember
or adescendant of alivingmember of an
affiliate organization of the P.E.S.; and (2)
astudentenrolledinanaccredited
engineeringor approvedtechnical and/or
engineering-related programleadingtoa
Bachel or of Sciencedegree. All student
applicantsmust befull-timestudentsand
must havecompletedat least twofull
academic semestersat thetimeof applica-
tion.

Membersof theProvidence Engineering
Society and membersof our affiliate
organizationsarestrongly encouragedto
seek out rel ativeswhomay beprospective
candidates. If youknow of any individual
whomay bequalifiedfor thescholarship
award for the 1999-2000 academic year,
please contact the P.E.S. office (401-434-
2332) torequest ascholarshipapplication
form. Theapplicationmust beaccompa-
nied by acompl eteacademictranscript
through Spring 1999. The Fall 1999
gradeswill beforwardedtotheP.E.S.
officeforrecordpurposesassoonasthey
becomeavailabletothestudent applicant.
Thefiling deadlineis December 31, 1999.

If youhaveany questionsregardingthe
eligibility of aprospectivestudentforthis
scholarshipaward, pleasecontact Robert
Andersonat (508) 543-1700during the
daytimehours.

|
Larry's Corner

by L. Robert Smith F.ASCE
Past President, Providence Engineering Society

"Good Thing I Am In The
Business - Continued"

Longtermreadersof Larry’sCorner, and | am surprised at how many thereare, will
recall my misadventuresof havingwork doneat my house. Invariably, it hasbeen
becausel hired peoplewhol knew throughthebusiness. Invariably,itwasanight-
mare. | had aclient who wasacarpenter. Heowed memoney. | havefoundthat you
can never comeout ahead having someonework off abill. They act asif they are
working for nothing. | alwaystell them to pay mewhat they owe meand | will hire
someonewhen| gettheir money. That worksuptoapoint. Another reasonnottobarter
isthat | am scrupul ousabout reporting thesethingsfor tax purposes. Thebartereeisnot
alwaysasscrupulous. My houseisonacornerlot. Thelivingroomhadadoublehung
window onthesidefacingthesidestreet. | wantedtoreplaceit withabay window. |
picked oneby amajor national manufacturer. Itwassupportedwithasteel cablesystem
and| optedfor thecopper roof option. Thewindow that wasto beremoved wasgoing
tobeplacedintheback wall of my garage. The new window and the other material
wouldbechargedto meat thelumber yard. Thecarpenter and | would exchange
chequeswhenthework wasdone. Easy asfalling off alog. What couldgowrong?

First theglassinthewindow being removed washroken. Ahwell, just apieceof glass.
Onlytheglasssatinapocket dadoedintotheframe. Thewindow hadtoberouteredon
onesidetoallow for anew pieceof glasstogointotheframe. Now it required putty.
Unbeknownst to methecarpenter had not orderedthebay window. Whilehishel per
wasfixingthebrokenwindow, hewenttothelumberyard expectingthat they would
haveitinstock. What ashock. Therewasafour to six week leadtime. What washeto
do? Hehad my housewithalargeholeinthesideandit would haveto stay that way
for atleastamonth. Lumberyardtotherescue. They did haveabay window instock.
Itwasanamebrand. Itwasn’t cablesupported andit didn’t havethermopanedouble
hungwindowsontheanglebays. Itwasmanufacturedlocally insomeone’ sgarage.
Forget the copper roof. | camehomefromwork that day and went over tolook at my
new beauty. | got sick. | wentintothehouseand calledthecarpenter. Heexplained
that theonel wanted you paidjust for thename. Thiswas$300 cheaper andwasjust
asgood. | asked how muchstormwindowswould cost sincethedoublehungswere
singleglazed. | alsotold himthewindow heputinwasgarbageand | wasn't too happy
aboutit. Likeadummy I let him finish theinstallation and paid him. | did get my
chequefromhim.

Overtheyears, thecenter picturewindow portionlostitsseal and hadto bereplaced.
Theglassmantold methat it hadlostitsseal becausetheframewasrotting out where
thewindow hadbeenleaking. Thestool, whichhad been manufacturedwithfinger
jointedlumber, wasseparating at thejoints. It al so seemedto beti pping outwards.
Withspecial epoxy based compounds, | wasabl etorepl acetherotted sectionsof the
window. | wasabletojack upthefront of it, and replacethe bracketsthat were under-
neath with steel angleiron. Boy wasl savingmoney. Theglassman cameback and
replacedthepicturewindow glass. | re-painted andre-stained everything. Thefollow-
ing spring | noticed that adifferent portion of thewindow wasrotting. | calledafriend,
whowasacontractor andtold him| wantedto order theoriginal namebrand window
with acopper roof and put an endtomy misery. No problem. Hecameover and we
measured up the pieceof junk weweregoingtoreplace. Guesswhat. It wasamongrel
size. What ashock. Wewould either havetore-framethewholething or user aslightly

Turn to "GOOD THING" on Page 4
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"GOOD THING" continued from page 3

smaller window and pad it out ontheinside. That’ swhat wedid. Finishing off the
insidewasexciting. Thewindow hastwofluted columnsoneither side, beforethe
casingwasapplied. Butitwasdone. Cost meat least twicewhat It would have cost
hadtheoriginal carpenter usedtheright window tenyearsago. Thenl hadtohavethe
sideof thehousere-painted. | hadto havethealarm company re-dothealarmandthe
window tinting company apply tinttothenew window. All theseentitieshavemini-
mum chargesand everyonewas bel ow theminimum for aservicecall. However | still
feltgood aboutit. Itwasdoneanditwasnow doneright. | felt good aboutitright upto
thetimel ranintotheoriginal carpenter. | told himthat | had had to rip out that original
pieceof junk hehad putinand replaceit. | told himwhat thewhol ething had cost me.
Hisresponsewas, “ Hey, yougot tenyearsout of thewindow, what’ syour complaint?”’

| startedtoexplainthatif hehad putintheoriginal window | wanted that | would be
dead and goneand thewindow would still bethere. Hewasn' t that sure. Asamatter of
fact, hethought I woul d havebeen better of f repl acing thewindow hehad putinwith
another cheapie. Thatway if itwentbad, | wouldn’t havespent all that money.

Goodthingl aminthebusiness! Betteryet, goodthingheisinthebusiness!!!!

Are You a Member of the

Providence Engineering Society?

by Roy L. Bouvier, President
Providence Engineering Society

Despitewhat youmay think, theanswer isprobably not.

Inconversationswithvariousaffiliatesociety membersoverthelast several years, itis
clear that many areunder theimpressionthat duetothe Society'scloseaffiliationwith
theeight affiliatesoci eties, they areindeed membersof the Providence Engineering
Society. Unfortunately, not many aremembersand wewould welcomeyoutojoinour
ranks.

TheProvidenceEngineering Society hasalong andstoriedtraditionandistheol dest
engineeringsociety intheUnited States.

Originally formed asthe Providence A ssoci ation of M echanicsand Manufacturersin
1789, today’ sProvidence Engineering Soci ety i stheoutgrowth of asmall group of
engineerswithacommoninterest.

M eetingintheOld State House, thistechnical society cametohold considerable
influenceintheCity of Providence. Themembership counted amongitsranksanumber
of distinguished menincluding Joseph R. Brownwhosemembership certificatewas
dated 1833. Animpressivelibrary wasamassed during theearly yearsandin 1877-1878
becamethenucleusof theProvidencePublicLibrary. Over one-half of thebooksof the
PublicLibrary uponitsopeningwerecontributed by theassociation. A contribution of
$10,000fromtheestateof Joseph Brownbecamethefinancial cornerstoneonwhatis
today animpressiveresourcefor theentirestate.

Themission of today'sProvidence Engineering Soci ety i sto becomeamulti-disciplin-
ary engineering organi zationdedicatedtoeducationand theexchangeof information
among thevariousengineering organi zationsservicingtheRhodel sland area.

TheProvidenceEngineering Soci ety of fersopportuniti esto bring prof essional stogether
for recognition, fellowship, and theexchangeof i nformation. Theseopportunitiesfor the
social and educational enrichment of themembershipwill beprovided throughprinted
page, el ectronicmedia, andlivepresentationsasevidenced by the PESWebsite,
EngineeringsNewsl etter, and meetingssuch astherecent Affiliate Dinner Meeting..

Weinviteall Rhodelsland engineerstojoinus. For moreinformationand amembership
application, visitthe PESwebsiteat www. provengsoci ety.comtoapply onlineor call
(401) 434-2332 to be sent an application.

"WEBSITE"
continued from page 1

University, Roger WilliamsUniversity,
and New England Tech.

I nformationontheProvidenceEngineer-
ing Society Scholarshipisprovidedviaa
Scholarshiplink onthehomepage.

Anonlineversionof thisnewsl etter,
Engineerings,isprovidedin PDFformat
onthesitefor accessusingtheindustry
standard AdobeA crobat Reader. The
Acrobat Reader isdistributedfreeonthe
Adobesite. A linktotheAdobesitehas
beenprovided.

Anonlineversionof theEvent Calendar
hasbeen provided and utilizesthe
When.comwebsite. By slectingthe
LOGIN buttononthe PESsite, the
calendar will bedisplayed. Eachweek or
month canbedisplayed.

Inlinewiththeevent calendar, acalendar
hasbeen set upthat showsall of thetrade
shows, meetings, andseminarsof interest
toour member andthoseof theaffiliate
societies. Additonal informationonevery
every eventisprovidedsimply by clicking
onthelink associatedwiththat event.

Perhapsoneof themostimpressiveand
useful featuresof thePESwebsiteisthe
LINKSarea. Thispagealready offersa
very impressivecollection of linksto
engineeringrelatedwebsiteincludingall
of theprofessional organizations, engi-
neeringlicensuresites, regul atory sites,
andgovernmentsites. A linkisprovided
to 100 of thebest businessrel ated
websitesaswell.

Thenew Providence Engineering Society
websitewill bedynamic, changingand
evolvingtomeet theneedsof Rhode
Islandengineerings. Pleasevisit. Any
suggestionsor material for thesiteshould
besenttoRoy L. Bouvier at
RoyB94@home.com.

Editor's Note:

Letters, story ideas, and material are welcomed
and encouraged. Ifyou have an opinion, press
release, or story that you feelis worth sharing,
forward it to me via fax at (401) 823-4850 or mail
to:Techwrite Services, 3 Congdon St., Coventry,
R1 02816, or by Email via
techwrite-svcs@home.com.
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The Engineer’s
Monthly Money Memo

By: Paul S. Seibert, Jr., P.E.,CFP
President, Asset Management Associates, LLC

Amongthefirstandmostimportant parametersestablishedinevery Engineeringdesign
projectisthelife-cyclerequired of thefacility needed by theclient. Or, put another way,
how longmust thefacility last? Theanswer, of course, will havesignificantimpactson
theway thefacilitiesaredesigned.

Today, moreof usthan ever areconsidering retirement at an early age, for awide
variety of reasons. And, inasimilar fashion, thequestionof “How LongMust The
Money Last” becomesacritical inputintoretirementincomeplanning, andwill have
significantimpactsontheway theplanisdesigned.

Notlongagothisquestionwasmuch easier toanswer when planning retirementincome.
That’ sbecause somany peopleworked until failing healthforcedretirement, usually
followedshortly by death. It’ sal sobecausel ongevity wasnot asvariableamong
individual sasitistoday. Andfinally, for many people, therewerefew assetsto convert
intoretirementincomebeyond social security and pensions.

Today, thepictureisvery different, with peopleretiringearlieringenerally good heal th,
andwithmany yearsof quality liferemaining. Life-expectancy increasesinrecentyears
havebeen astounding, and continuetoday at asignificantrate. Atthesametime, the
variability of life-expectancy amongindividual shasincreased greatly, reflectinga
number of biological, social, and environmental factors. Equally important, many
retireestoday endtheir working careerswith accumul ated assetsfar in excessof what
our forebearscould haveevenimagined.

Thislonger retirement time-horizon, together with sufficient resourcesto support the
lifestylemadeavailable, makesthequestionposedacrucial inputintoretirement
incomeplanning. L ongevity estimatesaloneprovideonly astarting point, asit must be
recogni zedthat 50% of thoseinany groupwill out-livethestatistical life-expectancy
indicated. Few peoplewill accept a50% chanceof out-livingtheir retirement funds.

Choosinganunrealistically longtime-horizon having too highachanceof successis
equally unacceptabl e, astheresultingincomeconstraintscoul d dictateal ower than
necessary retirementlifestyle. What then doesrepresent anacceptablemargin of error
inansweringthisquestion?Many feel that aretirementincomeplan should bebased
uponnogreater than a10%-20% chanceof theretireeoutlivingtheassetsavail able.

Toachievethis, lifeexpectancy statisticsmay beadjustedtoreflect theprobability of
successdesired, andthenfurther modifiedtoreflectthemoresubjectivefactorswhich
today very muchinfluencelongevity. Thesefactorsincludeheredity, gender, race&
socio-economicinputs. Naturally, any plansostructured shouldbereviewedona
regular basis, and subjecttoasmany “ mid-course” adjustmentsasarenecessary.

How long mustthemoney last?Well, likemany financial planningissues, aprecise
answer will dependuponyour individual circumstances, andyoumay find some
professional hel puseful tohavetotal confidenceintheresult. Butdon' tbesurprisedif a
time-horizonextendingtoage90 or evenbeyondisultimately suggested. M ost people
will notonly findthat answer apl easing prospect, but onewhich should servethemwell
intheir planning efforts.

RISPE Call for Engineer of
the Year Nominations

TheRhodel sland Soci ety of Professional
Engineers(RISPE) isaccepting nomina-
tionsfor their Engineer of the'Y ear.

Nominationsmust beaddressedto RI SPE
and received at theofficeof the Provi-
denceEngineering Society, P.O. Box
16610, 9 Newman Avenue, East Provi-
dence, Rl 02916, no later than December
31, 1999.

All engineersregisteredintheStateof
Rhodelsland areeligible, exceptfor
current RISPE Board members.

For moreinformation, pleasecontact
Mark Felag, P.E. a (401) 222-2524 ext
4130.

PES Calls For Freeman and
Humanitarian of the Year
Award Nominations

TheProvidenceEngineering Societyis
reguesting nominationsfor itsFreeman
Award and Humanitarian of the'Y ear
Awardtobepresented at thePESAnnual
Banquet, Thursday, March 2, 2000.

TheFreeman Awardisgiveninhonor of
John Ripley Freeman (1855-1932) and
recognizeslifetimeachievementand
contributionstothefiel d of engineering.

TheHumanitarian of the Y ear Awardis
presented by the Soci ety inrecognition of
longtermserviceand contributionsto
charitableand/or civic causes.

Anyonewishingto nominatesomeonefor
either of theaboveawardsshoulddosoin
writingtotheProvidenceEngineering
Society, NineNewman Avenue, P.O. Box
16610, Rumbord, RI 02916.

Y oumay alsoemail your nominations
and/orquestionsto

pes@provengsociety.com.
All nominationsmust beaccompanied by

aletter of supportindicatingthereasons
why thenomineeshould beconsidered.
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State To Inspect Concrete Bridges
Collapse prompts charges of neglect

By Michael Crowley, Globe Correspondent,
reprinted from the Boston Globe, October 30, 1999

Alarmed by thesudden, unexplained coll apseof aLincolnbridge, stateofficial swill
beginemergency inspectionsof 120 similar bridgesaroundthestateand may close
downothersif they arefoundtobeindangerouscondition.

StateHighway Commissioner Matthew J. Amorello said engineerswill start aninten-
siveexaminationof concretearchbridgesaroundthestatetoday.

Over thenext threedays, they will examineabout 20 bridgeswith designsmost similar
tothecollapsed Lee’ sBridgealong Route 117. Therest will be examined over the next
fewweeks. *’ If necessary, wewill shutthemdown,’” Amorellosaid. Theurgent
inspectionsstemfromfindingsthat L ee’ sBridge, whichwastorndownyesterday after a
15-by-20foot chunk fell fromit Thursday, had not been soundly designedandbuilt. No
onewasinjuredwhenthebridgesectioncrumbled. Amorellosaid hedoesnot believe
thereisany imminentthreattothepublic, notingthat *’ thisincidentwasvery unique.”’
Hesaid stateengineershad discovered flawsinthebridgeafter tearingit downthat
werenot detectableby standardinspection procedures. For exampl e, the87-year-old
bridgewasnot waterproofed beneath thepavement and not properly reinforced.

Amorellosaidengineerswill beginremovingcores, or small cross-sections, of theother
bridgestolook forinternal defects. Concretearchbridgesstretchacrossrivers, railroad
tracks, androadwaysfromBostonto Williamstown. ThestructuresincludetheWestern
AvenuebridgeovertheCharlesRiver andtheBorder Street bridgeover Cohasset’s
harbor. M eanwhile, criticswarnedthat theaging bridge’ scollapsewasan ominous
symbol of along-neglected anderodinginfrastructureel sewhereinMassachusetts. ' It
isasnapshot or anillustration of thingsthat may beforthcomingif wedon’t pay
attentioninamoreseriousway toour state’ sroadsandbridges,”’ saidHouseTranspor-
tation Committeechairman Joseph C. Sullivan (D-Braintree). Inrecent years, the
Cellucci administration hasbeenaccused of divertingfundsforlocal roadand bridge
improvementstofinanceBoston' s$10.8billion Big Dig project.

Theadministration contendsthat recent cutbacksinfederal highway aidforcedthestate
tospendmoreonthemassivehighway project. Administration official sacknowledge
theneedfor bridgerepairsoutstripsthemoney availabletofundthem- especially after
yearsof reducedfundingfor road projectsduringthelastrecession. ' We' vebeen
behindthe8-ball onthisfor sometime,’’ said Tom Broderick, chief engineer of the

M assachusettsHighway Department. We' veslippedintoabigholeandit’ sgoingto
takealot of timeand money to get out of that hole.”” Thereare595*’ structurally
deficient’’ bridgesinMassachusetts, Amorellosaid, downfromabout 800in 1991.

M assachusettshasbeen spending an averageof $120million per year onbridgeinspec-
tionsand maintenance, headded, andthestatehopestohaverepairedall of thedeficient
bridgesby 2004. Still, somesai dthestateshould do moreto upgradecrumbling roads
and bridges. Sullivan criticized Cellucci for seeking morethan abillion dollarsintax
cutsat atimewhen hundredsof bridgesareduefor repair. ‘' Thegeneral publicis
yearningfor needed attentiontoinfastructure, asopposedtoanadditional 50dollarsin
their pocketssothey canbuy pizzasontheweekends,”’ Sullivansaid. PatriciaMikesof
theM assachusettsM uni cipal Associationnotedthat Cellucci recently vetoed $50
millionfroma$150 milliontransportation bond bill for local construction projects,
money shesaidisneededby thestate’ scitiesandtowns. *’ Local communitiesandthe
statehavebeenveryfortunate,”” Mikessaid. ' Thisisanexampleof what happenswhen
we' renot makinginvestmentsinourinfrastructure.’’

Despitearecentinspectionthat foundflawsinLee’' sBridgeandledtoal ower saf ety

rating, Highway Department officialssaid
engineershad noway of knowingthe
structurewasindanger of imminent
collapse. Thebridgewaslastinspectedin
April. Thestatehad postedweightlimits
onthebridgeof upto 29tonsfor five-axle
vehicles. But officialsnotedthat such
limitsarehardtoenforce, and they suspect
that thecollapsemay havebeencausedin
part by heavy traffic.

Neighborssaidahouse, |loaded ontoa
flatbedtruck, had beenhauledover the
bridgerecently. Broderick notedthat it
simply wasn'’ t practical for thestateto
closedown bridgesat any sign of wear-
and-tear.*’ Just because someonenotesa
defect... doesn’tmeanitcan’t safely carry
traffic,”” Broderick said. ‘Y ou prioritize
based ontrafficand publicbenefit, and
whereyoufocusyourdollars.”” After
tearingdown L e€’ sBridge, stateengineers
foundseveral waysinwhichitdidnot
comply withthestandard design of
concretearch bridgesandwant to seeif
othershavesimilar problems.

Thehighway department planstoreplace
the62-foot bridgewithasteel span, which
shouldbecompleted by mid-November.
Meanwhile, local officialspraisedthe
Highway Department’ squick responseto
thebridgecollapse. But somedecriedthe
way thehistoric, graceful bridge- partially
donatedby adescendent of John Quincy
Adams-wasroughly torndown.

StateSenator SusanFargo(D-Lincoln)
noted that the Highway Department broke
several granitestonesliningthebridge.
Fargosaidthestoneswereworthupto
$1,200each. Residentshad longadmired
thebeauty of thespan. *’ Thisbridgewas
puttogetherinacraftsmanlikeway and
it'sjustgone,”’ Fargosaid.

Thisstory ranonpageAO01of theBoston
Globe on 10/30/99. (c) Copyright 1999
GlobeNewspaper Company.
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