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URI Transportation Center To Hold
Transportation Week Event

MAY Transportation Week Buffet Breakfast Speaking Program To Feature
Transportation and Homeland Defense

Dramatically different understandings of security have atered the views of many about
how our transportation systems operate and the standards to which they should be
designed. We have entered an era when the unexpected has become our concern and the
priorities for investments are changing. Different parties suggest that there is either no
standard to which we should work or that we must protect against all possible threats.

Public agencies with responsibility for moving people and goods, for maintaining public
infrastructure, and protecting life as well as commerce are learning a new language.
While some believe they are highly unlikely to face aterrorist threat, they also do not
want to have one happen to their facility on their watch.

Mr. Tad Widby will review how this evolving topic of homeland defense is unfolding
for the transportation sector at the URI Transportation Center’s Buffet Breakfast
Meeting to be held on Wednesday, May 15, 2002 during Transportation Week. He will
discuss how states, local governments, transit properties, airports, and ports are respond-
ing. Hewill review lessons learned from others around the world as well as key topics
being considered in security reviews, first responder training, and consequence manage-
ment.

For more details and reservation information regarding this upcoming event, please
contact Gail Paolino at the URI Transportation Center (874-4834), or at
gpaolino@uritc.uri.edu.
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New Economies in Steel
Framed Buildings Earns T.
R. Higgins Award

Chicago, IL — February 18, 2002 —W.
Samuel Easterling, Associate Professor
and Assistant Department Head, Virginia
Tech, has been selected as the American
Ingtitute of Steel Construction, Inc. (AlISC)
2002 T.R. Higgins Award winner. This
years Higgins Award is awarded based on
the topic of long-span composite dabs.
Hiswork has the potential to lead to new
economies in the design and construction
of steel framed buildings. The use of 16
gadeck can increase spans from the
current 8-10" on typical structuresto 15'.
Theincreased spans can result in signifi-
cant cost savings due to areduction in
number the filler beams and their connec-
tions.

Each year the AI1SC Education Foundation
and a selected jury selects an outstanding
lecturer and author whose technical
paper(s) are considered an outstanding
contribution to the engineering literature
on fabricated structural steel. The Higgins
Award will be presented at the 2002 North
American Steel Construction Conference
(NASCC) in Seattle, WA, April 24-27,
2002. After W. Samuel Easterling
presents his paper “ Development in Long-
Span Composite Slabs’ at the 2002
NASCC, it will be presented at six or more
cities throughout the United States in 2002
asapart of AISC's continuing education
seminars. For more information about the
Higgins Award or other AISC awards,
visit the AISC website at www.aisc.org/

competition.asp.

Larry's Corner

by L. Robert Smith F.ASCE
Past President, Providence Engineering Society

"You Might Be An
Engineer If..."

Recently a comedian was in vogue with aroutine about “Y ou might be a Redneck if...".
This spurned the inevitable knock-offs on the internet including one on engineers. |
really didn’t think it that funny. You see, | know | am an engineer. Itisnot just that |
walk around with an engineer’s scale and pensin my shirt pocket. (However, | don't use
aplastic pocket protector. Asan undergraduate in college, | did carry adliderule,
everywhere. | did not hang it from my belt.) | do thingsthat | am told only an engineer
would do. People who don’t know | am an engineer just think | am “ana compulsive”.

I will leave it up to the readersto decide. A few of the pertinent cases are:

I wired my house some 25 years ago. In thetime ensuing, | have had circuit breaks trip
on less than half a dozen occasions. If circuit breakers go long periods of time without
any usage, they can freeze-up. Asaresult | regularly exercise my circuit breakers. | go
to the board and work each breaker back and forth, a number of times. The only
problem with that is that digital clocks, microwaves, VCRs, TVs, etc. lose their settings.
Asaresult they then requires a special trip around the house to reset all of them. | only
doit, now, when Daylight Saving Time kicksin and kicks out. | have to reset every-
thing, then, anyway. In truth, | have been known to do it a other times: whenever the
power goes out at home, of its own valition.

I live by myself. My kitchenette set has four chairs. | sit in one exclusively. When |
have company, they will usually sit directly across from me, if it is one person. Usually
if itisfour or more people, we will utilize the dining room. Asaresult, one chair gets
heavy usage. A second getslight usage. The other two get aimost no usage. A couple
of years ago, | had to replace the chairs, because ONE had worn out. The new chairs|
ordered came with casters. Thefirst of every month | now rotate my kitchen chairs. |
use the same rotation pattern that used to be utilized for non-radial tires, without using
the spare. These chairswill be left to someonein my will.

| had read an article recommending the occasional pouring of a capful of a particular
brand of mouthwash into the toilet bowl. Thisisto help kill germs, theoretically. | took
it to heart. Whenever | rinse with this mouthwash, | spit it out into the toilet bowl.
Double dipping | guess. When | go to brush my teeth, | start the hot water tap running. |
wet the toothbrush with that water. By the time | am through brushing, the water is
warm enough to start to wash my face. However, this practice may stop. | saw a
product that is available that is are-circulating pump. It measures the temperature of the
water in the hot water line, just before the faucet. When the temperature drops by ten

Turn to "YOU MIGHT BE AN ENGINEER IF..." on Page 4
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"YOU MIGHT BE AN ENGINEER IF..." continued from page 3

degrees below the setting it pumps the water back to the hot water heater until the water
comes up to temperature. It is supposed to be cost effective in that you are not wasting
energy to heat water that sitsin your plumbing lines and get cold. It also hasthe
convenience of supplying continuous hot water. The only thing holding me back isthe
amount of plumbing work | would have to do inside walls. In the mean time | will have
to content myself with the “Insta-Hot” | have on my sink that delivers 140 degree water
on demand.

When | built my house | wanted to install two dishwashers. One to go on either side of
thesink. The biggest problem with a dishwasher, to my mind, is unloading the dishes,
after they are done. My plan was to not unload the clean dishes. | would just use them
directly from the dishwasher. The dirty disheswould then go into the other dishwasher.
When that was full, | would reverse the cycle. My beloved ex-wife-to-be, the general
contractor, and the plumber all nixed that idea. | still think it agreat plan. If | ever build
another house, | plan to install two dishwashers.

When | go to the gas station, | charge my gasto a house account. No matter what the
final pump total is, they simply writeit onaslip. For some strange reason, | always
round to the nearest 25 cents. It just seems neater that way.

Twice aday, when | feed the cat, | change her water. She never finishes all the water |
had previously given her. | utilize the left over water by pouring it onto plantsin the
house.

My house has plaster walls in a stucco pattern in my living room and dining room.
There are al sorts of holes, gaps, ridges, etc. in the plaster. If | go to move apicture and
take out a picture hanger, it leaves aminute hole that blendsin with the stucco plaster.
However, | will alwaysfill the hole with “spackle”. It wasn't part of the original plaster
job, soitisfilled.

| have batchelorhood down to ascience. | own about 60 dress shirts and probably the
same number of casual shirts. | can go months without having to stop at the dry-
cleansers. | hang the shirts on plastic hangers. The hangers are colored. | try to hang
each shirt on amatching color hanger. This getstough on plaids and stripes. If thereis
not one predominant color, | use brown hangers as a defaullt.

As| said, | know | am an engineer. | am not sure the things that | have listed above are
as aresult of my being an engineer. Maybe | am “anal compulsive’.

The Providence
Engineering Society Needs
Your Help...and Your
Participation.

Please consider becoming a
member of the oldest
professional engineering
society in the United States
and helping to extend a
tradition that spans over 100

years.

Call the PEStoday at (401)
434-2332 or email
pes@provengsociety.com
and request an application
for membership...or visit the
PES website at
WWW. pr ovengsoci ety.com
and complete an online
application.

Editor's Note:

Letters, story ideas, and material are welcomed
and encouraged. If you have an opinion, press
release, or story that you feel is worth sharing,
forward it to me via fax at (401) 823-4850 or
mail to:Techwrite Services, 3 Congdon St.,
Coventry, Rl 02816, or by Email via
royb94@aol.com.
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Corporate Member Spotlight

Personal Relationships are Key to
Maguire’s Success
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Maguire Group Inc. has been aleading full-service architec-
tural, engineering, and planning firm in the Northeast since
1938. Maguire s-officeislocated at 225 Chapman Street, in
Providence and also includes Maguire' s Corporate Operations
staff. Other offices are located in Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut, New Hampshire, Maine, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
theU.S\V.I.

AGUIR
GROUP

With over 330 professionals and support staff located in 11 offices throughout the
Northeast, Maguire provides a full complement of services competitive with other
industry leaders. Maguire' s diversity is reflected in the assignments we have compl eted
and the types of services we offer. We purposefully staff our location offices with
people who have experience in the disciplines demanded in the local market. Asa
Maguire Group client, you, therefore, get that small firm appreciation for customer
satisfaction backed by the large firm resources that are needed to meet aggressive
schedules and to provide unique approaches to specific needs. Maguireis a source of
reliability for many clients who understand and appreciate the value of hard work, a
spirit of innovation, acommitment to client satisfaction, and the diversity of full service.

While so many companiesin our industry tout technological advancement as a means of
capitalizing on the dawning of a dynamic new century, we believe that our success has

always been and will continue to be rooted
in our relationships with our clients and
fellow professionasin other firms,
government and private industry with the
common goal to enhance and improve the
infrastructure and quality of lifeand to
preserve and protect the fragile environ-
ment of our Nation.

Architectural, Engineering, Planning, and
Construction Management Services

In the past five years, Maguire has worked
on approximately 1,200 projects including
the following Rhode Island successes:

Capital Center/River Relocation Project,
Providence, RI, a project which received
the coveted Presidential Design Excel-
lence Award

Fleet Center Skating Rink, Providence, RI

Civil, geotechnical, and environmental
engineering

Interstate 95/195 | nterchange improve-
ments in Providence, RI

The Gateway Center, Newport, RI

To find out more about Maguire Group,
please visit our website at:
www.MaguireGroup.Com.
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2002 Annual Banquet Photo Album

I

PES President George Monaghan offers a warm welcome Howard Sherman offers the invocation as the head table
to the assembled audience looks on
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Lt. Governor Fogarty extends the governor's welcome and
congratulations Award
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Donald L. Stanford accepts the Society's Humanitarian of Guest speaker Gen. Reginald Centracchio accepts a token
the Year Award of appreciation from PES president Monaghan
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@nRDE’v Arden Engineering Constructors, Inc.
435 Narragansett Park Drive
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 02861
Joe Hoey & Michael O. Sullivan

Tel (401) 727-3500, Fax (401) 727-3540
HVAC ¢ PLUMBING 4 FIRE PROTECTION
CONTROLS & PROCESS PIPING

9 A PSEG Energy Technologies Company

GASKELL ASSOCIATES, LTD.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

John D. Gaskell, P.E., Electrical Engineer
300 Post Road
Warwick, Rl 02888
(401) 781-6696

Waterman Engineering Co.
ESTABLISHED 1894
Civil Engineers & Surveyors

L. Robert Smith, P.E., F. ASCE

450 North Broadway (401) 438-5775
East Providence, Rl 02914 FAX 438-5773

Website Design

Newsletters

3 Congdon Street
Coventry, Rl 02816

Tel & Fax: (401) 823-4850
Email: RoyB94@aol.com

tech

WT1
services

Technical Manuals

CREATIVE ENVIRONMENT CORP

IEERS and CONSULTA

TELEPHONE 401-438-7733, FAX 401-438-7620

EMAIL CEC1975@aol.com
MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

David A. Doyle, P.E.

President
450 WARREN AVENUE  EAST PROVIDENCE, RI 02914

DELUCIA ASSOCIATES INC.

CIVIL AND CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS
PO BOX 8248, WARWICK, RI 02888
401 463 5905
PROFESSIONAL CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATES

Maguire Group, Inc.
Architects/Engineers/Planners
225 Chapman Street

M Providence, RI 02905

(GROUP  Telephone 401/272-6000
Fax 401/272-9185
Offices in:

MA, CT, NH, PA, NJ, & $t. Croix

Visit our website at: www.maguiregroup.com

THIELSCH ENGINEERING, INC.

Consulting Engineers in Failure Analysis, Metallurgy,
Nondestructive Testing, Construction Support Testing,
Environmental Testing, Energy Efficiency Services, and
Instrumentations and Controls

195 Frances Avenue, Cranston, Rl 02910-2211
Tel.: 401-467-6454 Fax: 401-467-2398

Caldmasters

COLDMASTER TEMPERATURE CONTROL, INC.
66 WHIPPLE STREET
PROVIDENCE, RI 02908-3993

(401) 831-0361  FAX (401) 831-7879

POWERS ENGINEERING INC.
ENGINEERS ® CONSULTANTS
Electrical Engineers
Walter J. Powers I, P.E.
(401) 885-6990 President Fax (401) 886-4621

5 Division Street, East Greenwich, RI 02818
www.powerseng. com  e-mail: |nf0@powerseng com

Marc H. Richman, Inc.

Consulting Engineers

Marc H. Richman, Sc¢.D.,P.E.
President

One Richmond Square, Providence RI 02906 401-751-9656

NOVARE |

Hands-on Engineers. | William J. Schlageter, PE.
Innovative Thinkers. President

Old Harbor District, 39 Pike Street, Providence, Rl 02903
Phone: (401) 272-7707 FAX: (401) 272-7797

G\

GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
A Subsidiary of GZA

Engineers and Scientists
GeoEnvironmental

140 Broadway
Technologies, Inc. Providence, RI 02903

(401) 421-4140 FAX: (401) 751-8613

. |BRYANT ASSOCIATES
Engineers- Surveyors
Landscape Architects

Aﬁdwanb EDWARDS AND KELCEY, INC.
weruserounan A 95 Cedar Street, Suite 101

. Providence, Rhode Island 02903
Engineers Voice : 401-272-1969
Planners Fax: 401-272-2045
Consultants Website: www.ekcorp.com

Founded in 1976

Visit our website at: http://www.bryant-engrs.com/Lincoln,
RI 401-722-7660 Boston, MA
New Ipswich, NH  Fax 401-722-7530 Syracuse, NY

wijschlageter@novare-engineers.com
Engineers & Consultants, Inc.
[>> 400 Smith Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02908-3742

NV [> Tel: (401) 2736600
COMMO BALTH . (4o1) 2736674

Serving Business and
Industry Since 1974 as
Project Planners, Designers,
and Managers

TOYENCO

TECHNICAL SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY

Toyenco, Inc., 3291 Post Road, P.O. Box 7777, Warwick, RI 02887-7777
401-738-0912  Fax: 401-738-7228  toyenco@ids.net

§,NEW ENGLAND SYSTEMS & CONTROLS, INC.

" Full Range of Sales and Service on Absorption and Centrifugal Chillers
Air Handlers and Controls * Rooftop Heating and Cooling Units
Commercial and Industrial Users
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR
ANDOVER CONTROLS AND TRANE

67 BEVERAGE HILL AVE., PAWTUCKET, RI 02860

(401) 722-8550

KURT A. STENBERG, P.E.
.| Consulting Engineer - Certified Building Official

2 Cooke Street, Providence, Rl 02906-2006
Phone/FAX: 401-272-7007  Mobile: 401-524-5301
email address: kaspe@email.msn.com

HVAC, Plumbing, Fire Protection Energy, Modular Construction & CODES
BOCA, CABO, NFPA, & ASHRAE MEMBERSHIPSProfessional Registered in RI, CT, NY, and MA

Russell E Geisser
Consulting Engineer

PE, PLS, FASCE

Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.

Technical Forensic Services
(401) 739-8931

303 Jefferson Blvd. Warwick, RI 02888

530 Broadway
Pravidence

Rhade Island 02909
401 272 8100

VH Transportation

Land Development
Environmental Services

PARE ENGINEERING CORPORATION
8 Blackstone Valley Place
Lincoln, Rl 02865
401-334-4100

Civil, Transportation, Waterfront,
Structural, Geotechnical, and
Environmental Engineers

SAFE-WRY it

AC & DC MOTORS
TRANSFORMERS - DRIVES
42 Westfield St., Providence, RI
Tel: (401) 331-7730 Fax: (401) 272-7530

HALLIWELL

ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES INCORPORATED

INDOOR AIR QUALITY SPECIALISTS

E. PROVIDENCE,RI H ORLANDO,FL W NAPA,CA
TEL: (401) 438-5020 FAX: (401) 434-1909 EMAIL: HEARI@HEAInc.COM

C.A. PRETZER ASSOCIATES, INC.
ENGINEERS

CoNsULTATION, DEsIGN, REVIEW, |NVESTIGATION
50 Freeway Drive
Cranston, Rhode Island 02920
Tel: (401) 785-2690 Fax: (401) 461-9360

Geisser Engineering Corp.
Consulting Engineers
Testing & Inspection Services
George J. Geisser lll, P.E.

President 401-438.7711
227 Wampanoag Trail 401-438-0281 Fax
Riverside, Rhode Island 02915 401-965-1011 Cell

_- SAGE Environmental, LLC
—_—

172 Armistice Blvd.
-amme Pawtucket, RI 02860

(401) 723-9900
www.sageenvironmental.net

EMVINONMENTAL

a8 2 New England Foundation
“EHES & Stabilization Co.

1. Specializing in Foundation Repairs
143®  George J. Geisser lll, P.E. President

227 Wampanoag Trail (401) 431-0522
Riverside, RI 02915 Fax (401) 438-0281

Your Ad Could
Appear In This Space.
Call (401) 434-2332
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Q Investigation Services

© Test Borings © Groundwater Monitoring
Wells © Pressure Grouting O Diamond
Core Drilling © Geotechnical Instrumentation
O Undisturbed Sampling © Hydropunch
Sampling © Odex Drilling System © OSHA
Trained & Medically Monitored Persormel

GUILD DRILLING CO., INC.

o I} 100 Water 5t E. Prov., RI 02814 @
3 A7 (401) 4340750
QUDEY  Fax: (401} 436-2432

SERVING THE INDUSTRY SINCE 1953

L0004
7002007

If your design firm needs
professional liability insur-
ance,

think...

expertise
Bixby
service
Bixby
coverage
Bixby

Bob Bixby

Bixby Insurance Agency, Inc.
651 Putnam Pike

Greenville, Rl 02828

Tel (401) 949-2120

Fax (401) 949-5577
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